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CITIZENSHIP, SECURITY & DEMOCRACY
MUSLIM ENGAGEMENT WITH THE WEST
Selected Papers from the Citizenship, Security, and Democracy conference held on
September 1–3, 2006, organised by the Association of Muslim Social Scientists (AMSS
UK) and the Foundation for Political, Economic and Social Research (SETA)
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form, it gives promise to liberty, freedoms and rights.
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tion has become a more immediate goal, making
security the driving discourse today. But, both
security and democracy are becoming ever less
attainable in today’s climate of increased division

Published: October 2009

and

cleavages

along

ideological

lines

and

Islamophobia – an acute problem for citizenship in
humanity.
The papers explore issues around citizenship and identity of the Muslim diaspora. Given the backdrop
to a growing political discourse on the Muslim ‘Other’, framed through the events of 9/11 and 7/7 and
increased tension as a result of this discourse framing, the aim was to help discern causes to the major
challenges facing governments and the safety, freedoms and dignity of individuals globally. This was
attempted through the study of Islamic thought and on-the-ground case study research of Muslim
societies and communities. This conference marks one of the major events to have been organised
where such a large number of scholars, experts, and activists from a wide range of ideological positions and professional backgrounds come together in an ambitious attempt to resolve the most
pressing issues at the turn of the 21st century.
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